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Jon Finch (left) receiving the Founders Award from Ernie Wickens (right)

(Photograph courtesy of Steve Tovey, English Heritage)

Jon Finch
Citation: For Services to the Remote Sensing and Photogrammetry Society

Jon graduated from the University of Swansea with a degree in geological sciences before moving to Birmingham to pursue an MSc and PhD in geophysics.  He joined the, then, Institute of Hydrology in 1978 primarily to look at problems of water resources overseas.  Jon followed  developments in remote sensing and GIS with interest and began to work more extensively on UK problems.  During the 80s Jon was an active member of the Geological Applications Working Group, considering among other things the requirements for an ESA satellite then called Columbus, which ultimately became Envisat.  The Geological Applications Working Group was one of several advisory groups that fed information into the Earth Observation Programme Board, when these were disbanded in the mid-late 80s the geologists decided that the Group had formed a useful forum for discussion and convened the Geological Remote Sensing Group.  Jon was its inaugural Hon. Gen. Secretary.  The Group has gone from strength to strength now having become in its latest iteration a Specialist Working Group jointly of both the RSPSoc and the Geological Society.

These developments have run in parallel to the change in emphasis of Jon's research to land surface/ atmospheric interactions and how they vary in the landscape, with an emphasis on ground water recharge.   Jon was elected to Council of the Remote Sensing Society in 1997, and then became Hon. Gen. Sec. in 1998. This move echoed the management of the Geological Remote Sensing Group where he had been Hon. Gen. Sec. when Kathie Bowden was Chairman and once again they were able to work closely together.  This track record proved to be extremely helpful when the negotiations on the merger of the Photogrammetric and Remote Sensing Societies began.  Jon's balanced approach proved to be extremely helpful and he made a great contribution to the final result.

